
GRACE INGATE  - A MOTHER’S STORY  

    A "Thankful Village", it was said, was one which lost no men in the Great War because all those who left to 

serve came home again. They are also sometimes called the "Blessed Parishes" and only a small handful exist in 

the whole of the UK. There is possibly only one in Essex at Strethall.   

    In the Memorial Books at St Mary's Tollesbury, 91 names are listed of those, who lost their lives in the 

service of their country or through enemy action. The same names reoccur again and again; there are brothers, 

father & sons, cousins, nephews, uncles, friends and neighbours. The trauma of those terrible days can perhaps 

best be understood by the story of just one of the families ; the Ingate family. They were not alone in losing 

several sons but the unfolding saga typifies the dread the villagers went through every day, scared that their 

loved ones had been hurt or killed. 

 

GRACE INGATE 

The following describes the impact of the horrors of war on this Tollesbury fisherman's family. 

    Walter Rose Ingate married Grace Spooner on the 25th October 1884 at St. Mary's Church Tollesbury. In all 

they had twelve children, 5 girls & 7 boys. Six of the boys were to serve their country, only Albert, who was 

only 12 when World War 1 broke out did not serve in uniform. 

    At the out break of war, the 4 eldest boys had joined up. On the 22nd September 1914, before the war was 2 

months old, Walter William Ingate had been killed when HMS Hogue was torpedoed. In the same action two 

other British cruisers were sunk, killing William's friend Gabriel Webb on HMS Aboukir & Frederick Russell, 

the husband of the licensee of the "Plough and Sail," at  Tollesbury on HMS Cressy. 

    Joseph, the second eldest, was killed on the 11th February 1916. He was one of the 23 volunteers from the 

village, who had joined the 8th South Staffordshire Regiment  in 1914. Four more boys from that same group 

were killed within 3 months of each other.  In fact by mid 1916, there had been 25 who had already died from 

the village in the first 2 years of war. 



   The loss of his 2 brothers and several of his friends resulted in Claude Ingate going "absent without leave" 

(AWOL) from the Royal Naval Reserve, so that he could fight at the Front.  He had already seen action with 

HMS Otranto at the battle of Coronel in 1914. During a vessel refit in Canada, he  joined the  Canadian 

Overseas Expeditionary Force, signing on in Victoria on the 18th November 1916, as a private in the 143rd 

Battalion, which was the  British Columbian Bantams.  He served under the alias Claude Aquila "SPOONER", 

his mother's maiden name. As the war progressed and casualties began to mount it had become necessary to 

replace losses in the field with fresh troops. New Battalions  trained  in Canada were sent to England, as fast as 

possible. Based in Victoria, British Columbia, the 143rd Battalion sailed to England in February 1917, the 

battalion was absorbed into the 1st Reserve Battalions in March, 1917. He was badly injured a few days later at 

possibly Vimy Ridge ,  9 - 12 April 1917.  

    However, in going AWOL for more than 5 days meant the term "Run" was written on his record and he was 

listed as a "deserter". Post war he applied for a pardon from King George V while still serving with the 1st 

Reserve Battalion of the Canadian Army at Seaford. He was released from the Royal Navy "Services no longer 

required" but he forfeited his medals & prize money due for his RNR service. Post war he settled in Toronto & 

raised a family. He died in 1944. He never came back to Tollesbury. 

    The fourth son, Frederick, was killed on the 20th November 1917, the first day of the Battle of Cambrai, with 

the 11th Battalion of the Essex Regiment. 

    Post war in 1929 on Armistice Day, Grace was grieving for the four sons, who had not returned from the war, 

when she received another blow. Her husband,  Walter was at sea in rough weather, when the boom swung 

across the fishing boat and carried him overboard, where he was drowned. 

    In 1939, at the outbreak of war the armed merchantman, HMS Rawalpindi took on two German capital ships; 

the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. She was sunk with the loss of some 275 crew members including Hector Ingate 

and other local boys; his friend Wilfred (known as Frank) Pettican &  Anthony Seabrook,  were both drowned. 

    Her youngest son William was a petty officer serving in the Royal Navy operating on the East Coast 

protecting the convoys  from attack during the first years of World War 2. He was invalided out due to ill health 

on the 31st October 1942. 

    Grace died a few weeks later on the 12th December 1942 having had 4 sons killed and another's health 

destroyed in the service of Britain, plus yet another extremely brave son, who was wounded and never saw his 

mother again.  

 

FRED INGATE        CLAUDE INGATE         JOSEPH INGATE          HECTOR INGATE 

   The story reminds one of that other mother long ago :- 

" Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus, his Mother ………" 

Saint John’s Gospel chapter 19 verse 25 


